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Taunrox, April 28, 1792. 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


The following Sermon was preached on M- 
ear s-Day, 1738-9, in Paul's Meeting, 
Taunton, by the Rev. Thomas STEFFE, 
formerly an Aſſiſtant-Miniſter at that place, 
tohoſe memory is revered by many ſtill living 


who well knew him. — He was the author of 


a. ſmall but highly eſteemed volume of ſermons, 
publiſhed after his death, from his own manu- 
1 dh by the late Rev. Dr. DopDERIDGE, 
Bis tutor, who alſo prefixed a as reſpectable 
account of his life. 


This likewiſe is publiſhed from a correct nanu- 


feript of the author not doubting but it will 
be acteptable to many. 


. N 


T H E 
_ Chriſtians Calendar. 
| PSALM lxv. 11. 
Thou crowneſt the year with thy govdneſs. 


() THAT men would praiſe the Lord for his 


goodneſs, and for his wonderful works to the 


children of men, was the devout exclamation with 


which pious David opens and cloſes each chearful 


period of that divine ſong which is recorded, | Plal. 
cvii. An exclamation in which the, hearts and 
tongues of all thoſe ſhould join, who can either 


diſcern the bounteous dealings of God to others, or 


have themſelves taſted of his goodneſs. Reflections 
upon the divine goodneſs, and correſpondent acts of 


gratitude and praiſe, are always ſuitable and proper, 


and ought to make a part of the delightful buſineſs 
of each day of our lives; but I imagine that ſuch 
reflections and grateful aſpirations, are peculiarly 
ſeaſonable upon this occaſion, when according to 
the common account we are entering upon another 
annual revolution of time. Here 11's peculiarly pro- 
per for us to make a ſolemn pauſe, and recollect with 


wonder and with thank fulneſs the various inſtances. 
of goodneſs which have followed us through the 


laſt year. And in order to excite us to luitable 


care and diligence in this reſpe& we ought to con- 
{ider, that the more gratefully we own the mercies' 
that are paſt, the more cheerfully may we re- 


poſe ourſelves upon an indulgent providence for 
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the future, and expect the favours that we ſtill 
want. Let each of us then adopt the words that 
were juſt now read and utter them with the ſame 
devout affection, with the ſame humble gratitude, 
with which they were originally written by the 
author. Let each lift up his heart to God and ſay; 
Thou crowneſt the year with thy goodneſs.” An 
expreſſion that well becomes the lips of every rea- 
ſonable creature! A declaration which is as true 
as ſweet! Nor does the truth of it need to be 


confirmed by intelligence from ſome other part 
of our ſyſtem, or by the ſuffrage of ſome other 


intelligent being, the probable inhabitants of the 
other planetary worlds; whoſe longer or ſhorter 
years are meaſured by the ſame diffuſive luminary 
which determines our ſeaſons, and occaſions our 
various revolutions of time. For I doubt not, its 
abundantly proved by the happy experience of all 
that now hear me. Each one can ſay from what he 
himſelf hath ſeen and felt; O God “ thou crowneſt 
« the year with thy goodneſs,” 1 

Let me therefore lead your thoughts into a grateful 
reflection upon the various mercies, that we have 
the laſt year received from the hands of our great 


benetactor. Let it be thankfully conſidered by us 


how the ſeveral periods of it haye been ſurrounded 
and honoured by the divine care and favour, I 
will not indeed pretend ro enumerate all the inſtances 
of divine goodneſs that have crowned the finiſhed 
year ; for we may juſtly ſay with David, Pſal. cxxxix. 
8. When we would count them they are more 
e than the ſand.” To recolle& and mention them 
all, would be a taſt too great for a finite memory, 
and would take up much more time than 1s allotted 


to the preſeur exerciſe, Therefore 1 ſhall ſatisfy 


myſels 


E 5 
myſelf with pointing out ſome of the moſt obvious 
and important inſtances of divine goodneſs. And 
that our meditations upon ſuch a copious ſubject 
may not be irregular and confuſed, I ſhall divide 
the year into its ſeaſons ; into weeks and days; and 
call you to refle& upon the private and perſonal, as 
well as common and public mercies that have run 
through the laſt year. | 
Firſt. I ſhall divide the year into its ſeveral 
ſeaſons, and call you to reflect upon thoſe inſtances 
of divine goodneſs with which each of them hath 
been crowned. I imagine that 1 ſhould be liable to 
more cenſure, than the greateſt part of my auditory 
would reap inſtruction, if I ſhould now enter upon 
a large and critical enquiry into the cauſe of the 
grateful viciſſitudes of the four ſeaſons of the year; 
and it would take up much more time than I can 
now ſpare for me to explain to many of my hearers, 
what I mean when I tell them, that they are occa- 
ſioned by the inclination of the earth's axis to the 
plane of the ecliptic. Therefore I ſhall content 
myſelf with obſerving in the general, what has been 
largely proved by writers upon this ſubject, that 
the preſent inclined poſition of the earth with reſpect 
to the fun, by which the ſeveral ſeaſons of the year, 
and the variation of the length of days are cauſed, 
15 upon the whole the beſt, and that much of the 
goodneſs as well as wiſdom of the creator and governor 
of the world is diſcovered by it. | 
_ Immediately after the deluge God declared that 
while the earth remained, “ ſeed-rime and harveſt and 
cold and heat, and ſummer and winter ſhould not 
** ceaſe,” Gen. viii. 22. And as theſe feaſons are ſtill 
continued in an uninterrupted ſucceſſion ; fo ſpring 
and ſummer, autumn and winter, have all their mer- 
cies which we ſhould gratefully acknowledge. 
2 | ONS As 
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As for the ſpring ſeaſon, who does not ſee. and 
own the mercies of it! When the genial ſun ſcat- 
ters his enlivening rays in a more liberal manner; 
encreaſes the length, and gradually weightens the 
the luſtre of every day : when the face of heaven 
wears a ſerene aſpect, and the ſurface of the earth 
is adorned and fructified. Who is not cheared and 
delighted to ſee the tender graſs and opening flowers, 
combining to form a rich carpet for our feet? To 
behold the trees putting forth their buds and bloſſoms, 
and unfolding their leaves? To contemplate the 
beauty, and drink in the fragrancy of the various 
ſpecies of flowers which riſe around us in their 
variegated forms, and fill the air with a ſweet per- 
fume? To ſee the young animal race appear, and 
cheerfully ſport in the meadows? To hear the 


- winged tribe chirp forth e ok notes, and 


fill each grove with their various harmony ; while 
all the face of nature looks gay and ſmiling ? But 


it's needleſs to enlarge on this pleaſing ſubje& tor 
any that have paſſed through this ſeaſon. You can 


eaſily recollect the pleaſures that it brought with it. 
the laſt year, and I ſuppoſe are now fpringing forward 


in your minds and welcoming its return. But while 


we are entertaining ourſelves with the agreeable 


reflection and encouraging proſpect, let us not forget 


to raiſe our ſeuls in love and gratitude to the great 
author of ſeaſons by whoſe kind influence, the change 
is made; for when the face of nature ſmiles, its God 


that is ſmiling upon his creatures ; and the advancing 
ſan and balmy air, the riſing vegetables and ſportive 


animals, each in their various language proclaim 
the goodneſs of God. 

As the year advances a different ſcene is opened, 
and the mercics of the ſummer ſucceed. 'Then we 


{ke the corn which in the ſpring was lodged in the 


carth's 


1 


1 
earth's fruitful boſom, ariſing in all its verdure and 
plenty; while the ſun high mounted in the heavens, 


darts his thickeſt and hotteſt rays to agitate and 


impregnate the various juices that ſupply nouriſh- 
ment to the ſeveral ſpecies of plants; and by thus 
ſupporting and carrying on the vegetative lite, 
haſtens on the appointed weeks of harveſt. In this 
ſeaſon we gather in the graſs for the cattle, as well as 
behold the corn ripening for the ſervice of men. 
Its poſſible indeed that the violent heat of ſome 
part of this ſeaſon may be inconvenient to ſome, 
(though there are few climates in which ſummers 
are ſo temperate as in ours,) yet when we conſider 
how neceſſary this extraordinary heat is for the pur- 
poſes of vegetation, and many other things; and 
eſpecially when we feel thoſe refreſhing gales with 
which the ſcorching rays of the ſun are often attem- 
pered ; we mult confeſs that this part of the year 
alſo is crowned wlth divine cats and that our 
warmeſt love and moſt chearful praiſes are due to 
the great author of nature for the favours of the 
ſummer, , ; 
And let me call upon you alfo to reflect upon 
the mercies of autumn when the teeming earth, as 
it were, weary of her burden, diſcharges her various 
ſtores, and pours upon us the rich bleſſings, which 
preceding days, and weeks, and months have been 
333 preparing for us. Now the fields are 

ript of their yellow covering, and the long expected 
harveſt rewards the huſbandman's care and labour. 
Now he fills his hand and his barns with the various 
roduct of the ground, and ſmiles to fee the vaſt 
increaſe, What a plentiful harveſt did we reap 
the laſt year! How abundantly did the earth bring 
forth! So that even our poor are ſatisfied with - 
ö bread. 


— —ä—Iͤ— — — 


—.— ——— 8 * 
— — — ———— ——ů—— ů —Ä ——w 9 Ac 
— 


— — Inn yagi — — — 
* pry eo — — — — * 
—ä— n 2 — — 
- 


ͤ—44—ä——ꝓ OPTI WIE — —-— 2 8 


- 


(8 21] 
bread, and we can ſpare large quantities to export 
for the relief and ſupply of foreign countries. And 
while the fields have repleniſned our granaries, ſo 
that we have corn enough and to ſpare; each tree 
and buſh conſpires to augment the general plenty; 
and drops around us a grateful variety of refreſhing 
and wholeſome fruits, with which we are not only 
ſupplied with during this ſeaſon, but which make 


allo a part of our winter ſtore, and regale our 


appetites when the parent trees and ſhrubs are ſtript 


of all their verdure. I am perſuaded you will all 
of you eaſily grant that God crowns this part of the 


year with his goodneſs, and I hope you will as readily 


allow that the ſincereſt gratitude, the moſt conſtant 
and chearful obedience, are but the juſt returns for 
ſo large a profuſion of the divine bounty. _ 


— = * -_ 


Bur perhaps you will think I ſhall be moſt at a 


loſs when I paſs to the wintery ſcenes, and to point 


out the mercies which crown this ſeaſon of the year. 


It's truewinter does wear the moſt melancholy aſpect; 
nevertheleſs this ſeaſon allo brings its bleſſings with 


it. Rain and hail, ſnow and'ice, and ſtormy winds, 
while they fulfil God's word, anſwer very uſeful and 


valuable ends with regard to us. A great deal of 
the weather which we have in winter is found to be 
as healthful to many conſtitutions, as any we have 


throughout the year. In this ſeaſon, the land, as 
well as the cattle and men that cultivate, it, enjoy 


their neceſſary reſt. The copious rains, that deſcend 
in this ſeaſon, hearten the earth and form the juices 
for the various kinds of vegetation. The foil 1s 


mellowed by the froſt, and by this means made fit 


for the ſeed that is to be caſt into it in ſpring. 
- Beſides ſome of our principal grain, (as wheat,) 1s 


in this ſealon lodged in the earth, and during the 


winter 


* » 
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winter is forming its efforts to furniſh us with a new 
harveſt. As for the ſnow, though it hides the ſurface 
of the ground from our view, yet is of ſingular uſe 
in keeping the roots of the graſs and growing corn 
warm, and concurs with the rain to impregnate the 
earth and render it more fertile. The cold indeed 
in this ſeaſon is ſometimes pinching and ſevere, and 
the length and darkneſs of the nights may ſeem 
uncomfortable and inconvenient. But the God of 
nature, of his great goodneſs, has furniſhed us with 
an antidote to both theſe. Many of our nights are 
enlightened by the moon, which in winter ſhines 
longer and brighter than in any other part of the 
year. Beſides we have artificial light and heat to 
ſupply the abſence of the ſun when he is ſo long 
under our horizon ; by which means we recover and 
ſpend, in a very agreeable manner, many precious 
hours, which would otherwiſe be entirely loſt. Thus 
you ſee that God does not leave us without the 
witneſſes of his goodneſs, even in the gloomy and 
melancholy ſcenes of winter; nor ſhould we fail 
to lift our fouls to him in chearful aſcriptions of 
honour and praiſe when recollecting the mercies of 
cen SS 15 
Thus I have briefly gone through the ſeveral 
ſeaſons of the year, and ſhown you, in an imperfe& 
manner, how ſpring and ſummer, autumn and winter 
are crowned with the divine goodneſs. Though 
what has been delivered upon this head has not 
been ſaid with a view to inform you of what' you 
were ignorant of before; but only to remind you of 
fome well known and familiar truths, and to awaken 
in you ſome grateful reflections upon the goodneſs 


of that God who lighted up the ſun, and directs the 


moon and the ſtars in their courſes ; whoſe wiſe and 
7 ä powerful 
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of the year, and call you to reflect with gratitude 


that we have places erected, where God records his 


1 
powerful hand turns round the various ſeaſons, and 


ſcatters unnumbered bleſſings over each of them. 
Secondly. I would deſcend to another diviſion 


on the mercies of every week. To paſs by the 
mercies of every common day which will be enu- 
merated under the following head; my principal 
deſign in this diviſion of the year is, to reflect upon 
thoſe ſabbaths with which each week is introduced 
and diſtinguiſhed. How. much are we indebted 
to the wiſdom and goodneſs of the great head and 
governor of the church, that has appointed one day 
in {even to be a day of reſt from the common labours 
of life, and alſo a ſeaſon peculiarly appropriated to 
the exerciſes of religion and divine worſhip? What 
a privilege is it that we enjoy our ſabbaths, and are 
taught to improve them in ſo delightful and profitable 
a manner; that we may go with the multitude of 
thoſe that keep holy- day, to wait upon God in his 
earthly courts and taſte the bleſſings of his ſanctuary ; 


name, where we have opportunities of being parti- 
cularly. inſtructed in the mind and will of God, and 
how we. may offer him a reaſonable ſervice and 
acceptable worſhip. How greatly are we obliged 
to the divine goodneſs, that the goſpel of Jeſus is 
ſent among the inhabitants of Great Britain; and 
that we are not left to wander from the chriſtian 
inſtitution, to follow that of Moſes or Mahomet, or 
to imitate the more deluded votaries of heathen 
deities? What a mercy is it that we are called to 
aſſemble together for divine worſhip in . chriſtian 
churches, and not in jewiſh ſynagogues, or turkiſh 
moſques, or heathen temples? What a mercy is it 
that we are proteſtants and not papiſts; that we are 

not- 


not obliged to join in the ſuperſtitious ceremonies, 
and to believe, (at leaſt to profeſs to believe,) the 
monſtrous and abſurd doctrines which are impoſed 
upon all rhoſe, who are under the intolerable op- 
preſſion of the papal yoke! And give me leave 
to add; what a privilege is it, that the great ruler 
of the univerſe has fo formed our civil conſtitution 
and government, that we have indulgence as pro- 
teſtant diſſenters; have liberty to meet together in 
diſtinct aſſemblies, to worſhip God through Jeſus 
the mediator, in the ways which his 'word appoints, 
and our own conſciences dictate; and are not obliged 
by penal laws to attend on other methods of worſhip, 
which have ſo much of human invention 1n them, 
and are the leſs eligible as they plainly appear to 
us leſs edifying! You owe it to the goodneſs of 
God, chriſtians, that diyine ordinances have been 
adminiſtered among you ; I hope, in the main, agree- 
able to the tenour of the ſacred writings. Ty 
How thankful ſhould you be that your miniſters . 
have not been prevented from diſcharging their part 
in the buſineſs of theſe days, ſo that you can ſcarce 
recollect the time when your doors have been ſhut 
up, and your viſits to the houſe of God by this 
means interrupted! How thankful ſhould you be, 
if you have had ſuch meaſures of health and ſtrength 
as to be in a capacity of attending the public worſhip 
on theſe occaſions! Perhaps I am ſpeaking to 
{ome whoſe places here have ſcarce ever been empty 
on theſe days during all the laſt year. And eſpecially 
ſhould we be very thankful, if God has met us 
upon theſe occaſions; if he has raiſed our ſouls 
towards himſelf when ſinging his praiſes, if he has 
made us joyful in his houſe of prayer, ſealed in- 
ſtruction to us by his word, and cauſed all the 
a I”. ordinances. 


1 


= ordinances of his worſhip to anſwer thoſe valuable 
þ ' Purpoſes to us, for which they were originally ap- 
— pointed. And are there not many of you, my friends, 
Who can ſay, from your own happy experience, that 
your ſabbaths have been your beſt days; and that 
thoſe hours which have been ſpent in the houſe of 
God, have been your moſt delight:ul, your moſt 
profitable hours ? 1 5 = 
But I cannot diſmiſs this head without reminding 
you that ſeveral of the ſabbaths of the laſt year have 
been alſo ſacrament days. When many of you have 
been invited to fit around your father's board, as 
| well as in his houſe : where you have had the moſt 
il lively and affecting views of a Redeemer's dying 
Wh love; where you have found his fleſh to be mear 
ji indeed, and his blood drink indeed; where your 
th ſouls have been refreſhed, your graces increaſed, 
your reſolutions for God and religion confirmed, 
| and freſh ſupplies of ſpiritual ſtrength have been 
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derived to quicken and animate, to encourage and 
li ſupport you in your chriſtian courſe. Do you not 
| reflect with gratitude upon your pleaſing, though 
j ſolemn, tranſactions with God at his table, when 
. you bound yourſelves to the Lord in an everlaſting 
je covenant, well ordered in all things and ſure; in 
which he has engaged to confer upon you all the 
neceſſary bleſſings of time, and all the glory and 
happineſs of eternity? Do you not now repeat in 
your thoughts the ſacred pleaſure with which your 
fouls were filled upon theſe occaſions, and renew 
the exquilite reliſh of theſe divine enjoyments ? 
There are many perhaps who cannot ſo ealily 
diſcern the goodneſs of God in the ſtated returns 
of ſabbaths and ſacrament days; but I am well 
ſatisfied, that all thoſe who are duly concerned 3 | 
25 „ . INS 8 11 


— — 


ns —— 
— 


— 


ho neon —— 


2 ů 


— — 2 — — 
— — 
- 


42 —ů —— —(ᷣ 2 ay 
— 


— —— — ] ĩ ., 7˙ ꝛͤK»nͤ„» 
* 


— r ————— og = 
2 XD 


— ↄ—.[—U— «4 „73. 


8 „ 
their everlaſting welfare, that can taſte any ſweetneſs 
in divine things, and are deſirous of advancing in 
uſeful knowledge, and of making continual progreſs 
in the ways of virtue and holineſs, will gratefully 
acknowledge, that uch ſcaſons as theſe are juſtl7 
reckoned among the inſtances of goodneſs with 
which God crowns the revolving year. . 

Thirdly. Let us divide the year into days, and 
gratefully reflect upon the mercies with which Gad 
has crowned every day. And oh, how does this 
diviſion of time enhance the number of our mercies; 
how does it enereaſe our obligations to the divine 
goodneſs! Were I to begin with the dawning of 
the day, and run through the ſeveral periods of it, 
till the cloſe of the evening, I ſhould nd mercies 
ſtill attending us in each of them, and each moment 
of our time a proper ſeaſon for thankſgiving and 
praiſe. The inſtances of divine goodneſs with 
which every day is crowned, do mol} certainly differ 
according to our different characters and circum- 
ſtances; and therefore I cannot pretend to enumerate 
them all, I ſhall content myſelf with hinting at 
ſome of thoſe which are moſt obvious and important, 
and do not depend on any particular ſtation or 
circumſtance in which providence may have faxed 
us. 5 | 
Now in recounting the mercies, that have crowned 
each day of the laſt year, it will be proper to recollect 
and thankfully acknowledge the mercies of our 
houſes. It's owing to the goodneſs of God, | that 
. we have had habitations, in which we have been 
ſheltered from the inclemencies of the weather, and 
ſupplied with a variety of the conveniencies and 
comforts of life. In this reſpe& we have all fared 
better than multitudes whoſe characters have _ 
8 e | much 


3 


much ſuperior to ours; nay our circumſtances have 
been better than thoſe of the incarnate Son of God, 
who was the heir of all things; for though © the 
e foxes had holes and the birds of the air had neſts, 
< yet the Son of Man had not where to lay his 
te head.” Mat. viii. 20. | | 2 
Among the mercies of every day, let us alſo 
reckon the bleſſings of our tables, Whether we 
have made it the matter of our prayers or not, 
God has given us day by day our daily bread. 
There are few or none, I ſuppoſe, of you, but have 
had conſtant ſupplies of neceſſary food. And as to 
many of us, our tables have been ſpread with plenty 
and variety, The earth, the air, and the ſea, have 
| ſometimes united to furniſh out our entertainments ; 
and animals and vegetables have concurred to form 
the grateful repaſt. We have been fed with the 
fineſt of the wheat, and as with honey out of the 
rock have we been ſatisfied ; while multitudes of 
our fellow creatures have been reduced to the loweſt 
circumſtances of indigence in this reſpect, and have 
wandered about hungry and hardly beſtead. But 
then we are to eſteem it a very great additional 
favour, if we have had an appetite to our food, and 
been able to reliſh and digeſt it; if we have fat down 
at our tables without loathing and indifference ; have 
fed with pleaſure, and roſe 1 5 them refreſhed and 
nouriſhed. 8 
Again, we ought with gratitude to reflect upon 
the mercies of our clothes. That we have had 
garments to cover and adorn us; by which we have 
not only been ſheltered from the extremities of the 
weather, but even natural beauty has been improved, 
and a peculiar elegancy and gracefulneſs added to 


the human form. Let us remember, my friends, 
| | . that 
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that each garment we wear is a badge of divine 


bounty, and a livery given us by God, whoſe ſervants 
we are, or at leaſt ought to be. It's by his wool 


and his flax, his ſilk and his purple, that we have 
been warmed and ſheltered, cheriſhed and adorned. 
Therefore I hope we ſhall not be fo ſolicitous about, 
and fo enamoured with the mode and faſhion of our 
dreſs, as to forget to whom we are indebted for the 
materials of it. Gratitude to the divine bounty, is 
a richer ornament. of the mind, and adds a brighter 
luſtre to the foul, than the body can poſſibly receive 
from all the pageantry of the moſt ſpendid and coſtly 
dreſs. Above all then let it be our care always to 
have this inward adorning of rhe mind, and never to 
appear without this part of our heavenly dreſs. | 

Here we ought alſo to recolle& the vigour and 
delight with which we have gone forth to the various 
ſervices and employments of the day; and have 
often found that as our day is, ſo our ſtrength has 
been. Our capacities for attending the buſineſs of 
our particular callings and profeſſions have been 
continued, and our lawful endeavours in this reſpect 

have perhaps been crowned with ſucceſs 
And ſurely we are to reckon in the number of our 
daily mercies, the daily opportunities of converſing 
with our friends and acquaintances. Opportunities 
which, doubtleſs to ſome of us, have been very 
delightful! - Friends it may be from whom we have 
received much inſtruction, and a great variety of 
other kind offices; by converſing with whom the 
labours of the day have been ſweetened to us, and 
by means of whom the moſt valuable purpoſes of 
life have been greatly promoted ! | 
Nor ought we by any means to forget the mercies 
of our cloſets, when we are recollecting theſe = 
: which 


1] 
which each day has been crowned, How much 
are we indebted to the goodneſs of God that we 
have had places and ſcaſons, in which to retire for 
the exerciſes of private devotion ; for reading the 
ſeriptures and other pious books ; for prayer, medi- 
tation and ſelf-converſe! And what a happineſs are 
we to eſteem it if God has been with us upon theſe 
occaſions, and added his affiſtance and bleſſing to the 
various devout exerciſes of the cloſet! Perhaps, I 
am now ſpeaking to ſome, (nay I will not put it as 
a probable ſuppoſition,) therefore, I ſay, I am well 
perſuaded that I am ſpeaking to ſome who will 
readily own that the moments they have ſpent in 
their cloſets have been ſome of the {weeteſt and beſt 
of their whole lives; the moſt delightful and the 
moſt profitable; ſome that have never been happier 
than in this ſacred ſolitude; never leſs alone than 
when alone. And I doubt not but all the reſt of 

you would have found it ſo, had you made the 
experiment in a proper manner. | 
Thus have many of the days of the laſt year, and 
it may be the! greateſt part of them; paſſed over 
our heads in a delightful ſucceſſion of buſineſs and 
refreſhment, converſe and devotion ; and at length 
when the cloſe of the day has come, we have had 
warm and eaſy beds on which to repoſe ourſelves 
for reſt; and while God has ſpread around us the 
curtains of the night, he has alſo drawn around us 
thoſe of his protecting providence, We have ſlept 
perhaps entirely free from any diſturbance by any 
nightly alarms ; we have perhaps felt no interruption 
in our reſt, either from agonies of body or anguiſh 
of mind, but have riſen in the morning, and found 
ourſelves in a capacity to purſue the buſineſs, and 
reliſh the enjoyments of the ſucceeding day. Thu 


has 
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* 
has & day unto day uttered ſpeech, and night unto 
e night proclaimed the goodneſs of our God.” Thus 
has a conſtant ſeries of mercies run through each 
ſucceeding day and night: ſo that, with regard to 
many of us, as no day has paſſed in which we have 
not received ſome of the mercies now mentioned, ſo 
there have been many in which we have enjoyed 
them all. 


But while I have been enumerating the inſtances 
of divine goodneſs, with which our common days 


have been crowned; I might have hinted at the 
peculiar privilege of you, my friends, of this con- 
gregation, in that you have had a part of one day in 
every week ſet apart for the publick worſhip 

God, in this place; where your miniſters have been 
ready to meet you, with meſſages from God, and all 
proper methods have been uſed for your advancement 
in divine knowledge and univerſal holineſs. I am 


well perſuaded, firs, that theſe ſeaſons and oppor- 
tunities would now have been reflected upon with 


greater comfort and pleaſure, had you been more 
conſtant in your attendance upon them, and made a 
better improvement of them. But however theſe 
opportunities of religious improvement are ſlighted 
and neglected, they are certainly mercies beſtowed 
upon us by God, and, as ſuch, muſt be, another 
day, accounted for by us. 


Some perhaps will think that I have been too 


particular upon this head, and may be a little ſur- 
| prized to find me mentioning ſuch common things, 


as many of thoſe now hinted at, when enumerating 


the mercies of every day. It's true, my friends, fome 


of thoſe enjoyments, that were reckoned up above, 


are very common, perhaps ſo common as to have 
been often entirely overlooked by us; nevertheleſs 


x 
, 
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they are ſtill mercies, and mercies for which we are 
indebted to the divine goodneſs. And as they have 
returned upon us daily, ſo they have juſtly demanded 
our daily grateful acknowledgments and humble 
praiſe. However I am perſuaded that it will not 
appear unteaſonable to take a review of them once 
a yeat, and pay an annual tribute of thanks to him 
who crowns each day of the year with his goodneſs. 
In order further to illuſtrate and confirm the tłuth 
OEMS „ TE Het et 
* Fourthly, To call you to reflect upon the peculiar 
perſonal mercies, with which God has crowned the 
laſt year. To mention theſe diſtinctly would require a 
more particular knowledge of the circumſtances and 
affairs of the ſeveral perſons that compoſe this reli- 
tous ſociety, than I can be ſuppoſed to have; but 
believe the experience of ſome or other that now 
hear me will Warrant my hinting at the following 
things; and 1 hope your own refſection will ſuppiy 
any deficiencies in my enumera tion 
Here we ought thankfully to recollect the diffi- 
culties out of which we have been extricated ; the 
dangers we may have eſcaped, and the deliverances 
of one kind or another that have been wrought out 
for us; ſome of which have perhaps been very 
remarkable, and the interpoſition of divine providence 
in our favour has appeared almoſt miraculous. 
Many of us, it's likely, have experienced much 
of the goodneſs of God, in preſerving us in our 
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journeys: while we have been travelling from place 
to place, the angel of his preſehce has attended us 
as our guardian arid ſhield, fo that no calamitous 
accidents have overtaken us, but we have gone 
out with ſafety, and reviſited our habitations in 
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or accidents; ſo low as that there ſeemed, but a ſtep 
between them and death: they, apprehended. them- 
ſelves. ſanding, upon the borders of eternity, and 
ready eyery moment to launch forth into the unknown 
ftate; and yet even after they had received the ſentence 
of death in themſelves, have been raiſed up again, have 
had the leaſe of life renewed, if Tmay fo ſpeak, and 
their health and eaſe comfortably reſtored. 
Perhaps, there are ſome who. have code into 
new relations, the laſt year; relations which you 


have, found, , and hope you ſhall ſtill find happy 


and comfortable. 


And while ſome. have been ne, new v families, 


others have had their families built up and encreaſed 
in mercy. Mothers have been delivered in a time 
2 ſorrow and extremity; root and branch have been 
pared, and they have been made che joyful parents 


of living and perfect children. If any thing is to be 


concluded from the publick intimations you have 
given of your thankfulneſs. upon theſe, occaſions, I am 
witneſs as to many of you, that you looked upon them 
as the favours of providence. , Let them now there- 
5 be reflected upon with gratitude, - And while 
ome children have been given to you, others have 
not been taken away; but you ſee vour tender 
offspring clinging to your breaſts, or ſtanding like 
olive plants around your tables; by whoſe little en- 
dearments, or more important ſervices, the buſineſs and 
cares of life are ſweetened from whom you promiſe 


yourſelves much comfort in your declining years, and 


hope to leave them the ſupports and ornaments of 
eigen when you are ſleeping with your fathers. 
here are ſome of you perhaps whom God has 

the laſt year remarkably proſpered 1 in your worldly 
C2 cir cum, 
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circumſtances; he has eſtabliſhed the work of your 
hands upon you; has bleſſed you in your baſket 
and in your ſtore, and made ſome conſiderable 
addition to your temporal eſtates. | 

While others have been this year called out to 
unexpected ſervices, to uſeful and honourable em- 
ployments, and have found ſuitable affiſtance and 
much comfort in them. 

Theſe, firs, are ſome of the bounties of providence, 
the particular inſtances of divine goodneſs, with which 
the laſt year has been crowned. But may I not call 
many of you to refle& alſo upon ſome peculiar 
ſpiritual bleſſings, which you have this year enjoyed? 

Perhaps to ſome of you this has been the year of 
your ſpiritual birth. This year the grand choice has 
been made, and notwithftanding your wavering and 
irreſolution, in former times, you have now been 
determined for religion; your reſolutions have been 
fixed for God, and Chriſt, and eternal happineſs. 
'Oh, what abundant reaſon have you, my friends, 
to reflect, with pleaſure and gratitude, upon the 
occurrences of the laſt year, if this important buſineſs 
has been tranſacted in it; if you have now begun to 
live to God and diſcover a ſerious diligent concern 
about your eternal intereſts! This has indeed been 
to you a year of jubilee, in which a happy period 
has been put to the fervitude and ſlavery of fin, and 
you have been admitted “ into the glorious liberty 
cc of the children of God!“ +7 5 

Others of you have perhaps this year joined 
yourſelves in full communion with the church of 
Chriſt. Your doubts have been removed and your 
ſcruples anſwered, fo as to be encouraged to maxe 
your approach to the table of the Lord ; and by this 
means, I truſt, have been introduced to further 

or- 
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enjoyments, as well as favoured with additional 


rivileges. 


If the enumeration of particulars, under this head, 


has not been complete, as I am ſenfible it has not, 
yet what has been offered may at leaſt ſerve as a 
ſpecimen, to direct and aſſiſt you in your own private 
meditations. I only add, for the illuſtration of my 
text, that in the 


Fifth place, We ſhould upan this occafion grate- 


fully reflect upon the mercies that have been common 


to our whole country, as well as to ourſelves. Beſides 


thoſe mercies which are peculiar to ourſelves, and 
which reſult from the private circumſtances or family 
relations in which providence has placed us, there 


are a variety of others in which we ſhare as members 
of the ſame community, and which call for our 


ateful tribute of thankfulneſs and praiſe. = 
Some of thoſe bleſſings, of which, we are all par- 
takers, as inhabitants of the ſame country, I have 
already mentioned; and there are others yet behind 
which will appear great and diſtinguiſhing ; eſpecially 


to one that compares the ſtate of things, in our own 


country, with that of more remote parts. 

Here we ought particularly to reflect upon the 
goodneſs of our nation's God, in that the laſt year 
was not a year of famine or ſcarcuy, through the 
ee of the ſeaſon, or the ravage of enemies; 

ut has been a year of plenty and variety, ſo that 
there has been no complaints in our ſtreets, on this 
account, and even our poor have been ſatisfied with 
bread. We have gathered every one his own harveſt, 
and have ſat under our owa vine and our own fig · tree 
and none have made us afraid. 
We have alſo been this year delivered from any 


extraordinary deſtructive conſequences of peſtilential 


diſtet nr 


diftempers; Which in ſome other countries, are ſo 
frequent and fatal; by which hundreds have fallen in 
a day, and the moſt flouriſhing towns, and cities, and 
provinces have been almoſt depopulated.— Through 
the goodneſs of God our publick health has been 
continued, and the number of our inhabitants rather 
encreaſed than diminiſhed. „ 5 
To ſome parts of the world, the laſt year has been a 
year of war. And who knows not what deſolation 
this brings upon a country? How many thouſands 
that were alive this day twelve-month, in the prime 
and vigour of their age, have been cut off by the 
edge of the ſword, and fallen a facrifice to the pride 
and ambition of their reſpective princes? How many 
large tracts of land have been ravaged and plundered? 
How many growing harveſts have been entirely de- 
ſtroyed, and rurned in ruinous heaps ? While we have 
had peace in our borders, and have only known the 
calamities of others by the hearing of the ear. 
How many countries have this Fears as well as 
others, been groaning under the preſſure of civil and 
eccleſiaſtical tyranny ; whoſe inhabitants have had 
their necks and their conſciences galled with an 
unreaſonable oppreſſive yoke ? While we have en- 
joyed the happineſs of a wiſe and gentle legiſlature; 
by which, under God, our civil liberties have been 
preſerved to us, and the rights of conſcience, with 
regard to the exerciſe of our religion, have not been 
invaded. And if our religious liberties haye not 
been Enlarged they have not been abridged ; ſo that, _ 
both as proteſtants and proteſtant diſſenters, we have 
been enabled in ſome meaſure to triumph over thoſe, 
whoſe envy and malice, whoſe bigotry and 1 uperſtition, 
have prompted them to ſay, © Bow down that we 
v4 . 34 5 > 

Thus 


*« may go over.” - 


* 0 


would admit, to illuſtrate, the words af my text, by | 
enumerativg ſome of the various bleſſings, which we a 
have received from God through, the laſt year. No a 


#3 43> 


It now only remains, that I cloſe this diſcourſe - 
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3 
us fay, J adore thee for all the various bleſſings 
« of the circling yeat ; for the favours of ſpring 
and ſummer, of autumn and winter: I adore 1 


'< thank thee for the mercies of every month, and 


« week, and day; for the mercies which have been 
& peculiar to myſelf and my family, or common to 
* the”country in which I live. I deſire to regard 
te thee as the author of every good and of every perfect 
<« gift: all things come from thee, and the moſt 
s agreeable and uſeful creatures have beenno more to 
% me than thou haſt made them. Therefore bleſs 


© the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within me 
% praiſe his holy name; bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, 


and forget not all, nor any of his benefits. Accept, 
« © Lord the tribute of my tongue; accept of the 
, chearful ſurrender I would make of myſelf to 
« mee.” | | | 

Let us alſo lay down the crown at the feet of Jeſus; 
Since it's through his atonement and interceſſion, as 
our great high prieſt; ſince it's through his hand, as 
the ſole adminiſtrator of the affairs of providence 
and grace, that all our mercies both temporal and 
ſpiritual are conveyed to us; let him have his ſhare 
in the glory. Let us thankfully own his patience and 


goodnels, and on this occafion aſcribe, © Bleſſing and 


* honour and praiſe to him that ſirs upon the throne, 
and the Lamb for ever.“ | 
Secondly. Let us be deeply humbled before God, 
that the laſt year has been filled up with ſo much 
fin and folly. When we reflect upon the conduct 
of God towards us, we fee abundant reaſon for 
praiſe and thankſgiving ; when we review our con- 
duct towards him, we find cauſe to mingle our 
lamentations with our praiſes. God has indeed 


loaded us with his benefits; but we have _— 
f 1 im 


( 25 ] 
him with our fins, and made him to ſerve with 
our iniquities. We have baſely rewarded him evil 
for his good, and hatred for his love. God has 
been ever mindful of us, and has crowned each 
period of the year with his goodneſs; with the 
bounties of his providence, and the bleffings of his 
grace; but oh, how forgetful fiave we been of him; 
how has each period of the year been diſhonoured 
by our ungrateful diſingenuous conduct! Were 
any one to judge of our advancement in religion 
by the bleffings we enjoy, and the obligations we 
are under to God and his ſervice ; how great and 
eminent muſt ſuck a one ſuppoſe our progreſs in 
holineſs to be! But alas, our own conſciences will 
tell us, that we have been ſhamefully deficient. 
Seaſons, and months, and weeks, and days, have 
paſſed over our heads in a ys ney ſucceſſion ; 
each bringing with it ſome freſh tokens of the divine 
goodneſs ; but oh, where have been the ſuitable 
returns of love, and gratitude, and ſincere obedience! 
Perhaps there are ſome who have paſſed through 
the laſt year without being once duly ſenſible of 
their obligations to the divine goodneſs. Though 
they have been ſheltered by God's providence and 
ſupplied by his bounty, yet they have lived altogether | 
without him in the world. How juſtly may the- 
great God ſay, concerning ſuch perſons, as he does 
concerning the ungrateful Iſraelites, Iſai. i. 2. Hear, 
„O heavens, and give ear, O earth ;”* I appeal to 
the whole frame of inanimate nature to judge and 
condemn the conduct of theſe wretches; for © I have 
© nouriſhed and brought them up as children; but 
< they have rebelled againſt me !” 

And are not the beſt of us conſcious of innumerable 
defects in our conduct during the laſt year! Have 
: D | we 
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1 
we not often forgotten God? Have we not often 
. overlooked the indulgent hand that has dealt out our 
mercies to us? Has our care fo to walk as to pleaſe 
God been proportionable to the obligations we have 
been under to do ſo? I am afraid we muſt all plead 
guilty here; and that thoſe of us whoſe conduct 
has been moſt conformable to the divine law, muſt 
acknowledge there have many things in it deficient 
and ſinful. Let us then be all deeply humbled 
before God under a ſenſe of our guilt; let us entreat 
his forgiveneſs of what is paſt, and reſolve to act a 
more grateful and ingenuous part for the future. 
Which leads me to add in the 
Third and laſt place; Let us humbly reſolve in 
the ſtrength of divine grace, that this year on which 
we are now entering, and all the future years which 
we may be ſpared to ſee, ſhall abound with duty 
and ſervice correſpondent to the mercies that we 
have received, or may ſtill receive. Let me on this 
occaſion addreſs you in the words of the apoſtle, 
Rom. xii. 1, And © beſeech you by the mercies of 
God that ye preſent yourſelves living ſacrifices, | 
holy, acceptable to the Lord which is your rea- 
0 ſonable ſervice.” Oh let us live to that God © in 
«© whom we live move and have our being.” Let 
every future mercy be received with thankfulneſs, 
and Ha prone to the honour of our great benefactor. 
Let our ſongs of chearful praiſe, let our acts of 
fincere and unlimited obedience, be as conſtant as 
the divine favours; and while God is crowning the 
year with his goodneſs, let us crown it with duty 
and with love. 8 FT 
If ſuch reſolutions as theſe be now formed by 
you, and ſhall, through divine affiſtance, be duly 
Executed, I cannot only wiſh, but may venture to 
| | promiſe 


. E 

promiſe you a happy new-year ; nay that all your 
future years ſhall be as happy as God on the whole 

ſees fit they ſhould be. And whenever your years 
on earth ſhall come to a period; you may through 
the merits of Jeſus, comfortably expect that the 
year of the redeemed of the Lord ſhall come to 
you; a year which God ſhall crown with everlaſting 
goodneſs. | | 

Now to him who crowns time and eternity with 
his goodneſs, be all-honour and glory, dominion and 
praiſe, world without end, Amen. | 
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